314    THE   EPIC    OF    MOUNT    EVEREST
mind had no longer to trouble itself with the
question whether the feat was possible or not;
the thing had been done. And with the accom-
plishment of higher and higher achievements the
mind more readily adapted itself to the attain-
ment of the supreme end. Once again man learned
that the more he tries the more he can do.
Without doubt, then, one day man will conquer
the mountain. But in that great day he who
first stands on the summit, with the whole mountain
beneath his feet, will be the surest to feel and
quickest to acknowledge what he owes to those
pioneers who made his victory possible. His
name it may be which will go down to posterity as
having first climbed the highest mountain in the
world. But with it should ever be associated
the names of Mallory and Irvine, of Norton,
Somervell and Odell, and also of Napboo Yishay,
Lhakpa Chedi, and Semchumbi, those stout-
hearted and sturdy-bodied porters who first
showed that a camp could be carried to within
reach of the summit.
Probably not a single one of those who took
part in the last Expedition will be able to join
the next. The more necessary is it, then, that
young men with ambition for climbing should
prepare themselves to gain the great prize.
The Mount Everest Committee is still " in being "
to help men to win it. And when the Committee
are in a position to make the next call may there